If someone were to conduct an "impact assessment of international environmental diplomacy," John Vogler miserably acknowledges, the results would be "shameful" for such supposedly environmentally motivated interactions' "contribution to global warming" through excessive air travel and "the mountains of paper consumed" (p. 237). This collection of essays does not shy away from unpalatable facts about the way states acting alone and in concert cause ecological damage.
Yet these twelve thought provoking essays move beyond the misery of documenting environmental failures. The collection explicitly looks "to discover to what extent it might be possible to " 'reinstate the state' as a facilitator of progressive environmental change rather than environmental destruction" (p. x). Only more theoretical discussions really generate a positive tone. Robyn Eckersley, in "Greening the Nation-State," argues that "critical political ecology" can move away from a neo/ecorealist descriptions of states as "simply private controllers/exploiters" of their territories, and instead use the insight that units-whether people or states "can no longer rule or exercise autonomy effectively without some accommodation of interdependence and a broader set of transboundary/common concerns and responsibilities" (p. 167). In that reading, states become "custodians/caretakers of their own territories (not to mention the global commons)" (p. 168). Next, the states engage inclusively, rather than exclusively, for common good.
Steven Slaughter's "Alternative Foundation," as its title states, takes a different tack. Slaughter sees liberalism as "central to the developing ecological crisis" (p. 224). Instead, he looks to "neo-Roman republicanism," and reconstitutes ecological damage as "an issue of domination and power" to which states would be empowered to respond aggressively by a global structure that "would license rules of intervention in the affairs of a state" damaging the common good (p. 222). Slaughter's and Eckersley's approaches raise useful questions to consider, albeit cautiously in light of the historical record of global interventions.
The issues presented here are important areas of concern for anyone, and the writing is unusually clear and lucid. The introduction suggests the book's audience is "scholars, students, and activists interested in national and global environmental politics" (p. 
